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World Children’s Day at McDonald’s

A Message from RMHC-Hawaii 

Executive Director
Jerri Chong

Each year, World Children’s Day
takes place right around Thanksgiving,
and nothing could be more appropriate.
It is a chance for all of us to demon-
strate how grateful we are for the lives
we lead, the peaceful communities 
we live in, our love of family and the
health and vitality that most of our
families enjoy. 

RMHC-Hawaii certainly has a lot 
of reasons to be thankful. So many
wonderful things have taken place this
year.  We were able to re-open our
Judd Hillside Ronald McDonald House
after an ambitious six month construc-
tion and renovation project that re-
placed a disintegrating retaining wall;
created more functional outdoor space
for families to use — while completely
refurbishing the interior of the House.

Also this year we were able to pur-
chase another home in Manoa Valley and it has become
Hawaii’s second permanent Ronald McDonald House.

Despite all the construction, renovations, refurbishing and 
redecorating, we are still on track to serve 606 individuals
through our Ronald McDonald House Program and another
7,177 people at our Family Room in Kapiolani Medical Center
during 2006.

We are here to help struggling families with seriously ill 
children only because the community clearly wants us to be.
We couldn’t do it without that mandate. Literally all segments
of the society step forward to help.

Hawaii foundations and local governments led the way 
in our $3.7 million Capital Campaign that paid for the 
capital improvements and the purchase of the new House.

Hawaii businesses, led by our friends at McDonald’s 
Restaurants, continue to make substantial contributions to
RMHC-Hawaii or allow themselves to be venues for the 
public to support us.

Individuals on our islands embrace us by responding to
donor appeals, participating in special events and promotions,
volunteering, and by dropping their change into the collection
canisters at any McDonald’s.

World Children’s Day was itself created by McDonald’s 
to draw attention to RMHC’s work and to give customers
everywhere the opportunity to show their support.

Another major supporter of RMHC-Hawaii is the Honolulu
Advertiser. Did you know that every time a paper is sold at a
McDonald’s Restaurant, it generates a contribution for us? We
are also deeply grateful for the Advertiser’s donation of this
beautiful special section that allows us to share our story with
everyone. Please make a note of those companies that bought
advertising in this section. They did so knowing that it will be
helping RMHC-Hawaii, since the Advertiser is donating the net
proceeds from the ads to us.

To all of our friends from all walks of life who have shown
that they care about families and believe that each child should
have the chance to reach their potential in life, thank you from
the bottom of our hearts for your support!

World Children’s Day – What Is It?

Currently in its 5th year, World Children’s Day at McDonald’s® is an annual global

fundraiser for children celebrated in more than 100 countries.  The goal of World Chil-

dren’s Day is to enable people worldwide to contribute to children-in-need right in their

own communities.

Here in Hawaii, funds raised go to support the programs of Ronald McDonald

House Charities of Hawaii (RMHC-Hawaii) which include the Ronald McDonald

House and the Ronald McDonald House Family Room at Kapiolani Medical Center

for Women & Children.

How can you participate and help support World Children’s Day? Simply by visiting

your local neighborhood McDonald’s. Through November 19, you can purchase a

paper cut-out hand for $1 to personalize, and then proudly post in the restaurant.

McDonald’s throughout Hawaii and Guam will also be donating 15 cents from 

select menu items over a three day period, November 17–19.

Also, watch for some of Hawaii’s favorite media celebrities and friends of RMHC-

Hawaii to be out at the restaurants working behind the counters to serve you or sell

you your Honolulu Advertiser.

World Children’s Day exemplifies the kind of work being done by McDonald’s everyday in communities around

the world. It is part of its culture of “giving back” that was instilled by founder Ray Kroc, in whose memory RMHC

was founded. Thanks to that philanthropic and attitude of social responsibility, last year nearly $35,000 was raised

locally and is currently being used to help with the operations and RMHC-Hawaii programs. Let’s top that this year,

Hawaii. See you at McDonald’s!

Kapiolani Medical Center, 
Pediatric Surgeon

R.M. Towill Corp., Project Planner

Prudential Locations, 
Sales Manager 

Designing With TLC, 
Interior Designer

Bank of Hawaii, V.P./
Commercial Banking

Jay Cambra, D.D.S., Owner

Best Buy, Inc., General Manager

McDonald’s Restaurants of Hawaii, 
Multi-Department Head

Bradley Pacific Aviation, V.P.

McDonald’s Restaurants of HI, 
Owner / Operator

Clear Channel Hawaii, 
General Sales Manager

Ashford & Wriston, Attorney 

Koga Engineering & Construction, 
VP, Administration

Torkildson, Katz, Fonseca, 
Moore and Hetherington, Attorney

McDonald’s Restaurants of HI, 
Owner / Operator

Honolulu Fire Department, Chief

RMHC Board of Directors

Member Occupation

Dr. Daniel Robie, M.D.
President

Brian Takeda
1st Vice President

Bruce Yanagihara
2nd Vice President

Terri Cano
Secretary

Paul Takayesu
Treasurer

Dr. Jay Cambra
Past President

Kimo Cano

Frankie Chung

Mi Kosasa

Patrick Lim

Patricia Milburn

Jeanine Ogawa

Dennis Okazaki

Richard Rand, Esq.

Donna Ribellia-Abreu

Ken Silva

Executive Director Jerri Chong (l) and

President & Managing Director of 

McDonald's Restaurants of Hawaii,

Veronica Kaneko during last year’s

World Children’s Day.



4 2006 WORLD CHILDREN’S DAY Published by the Custom Publishing Group of The Honolulu Advertiser

World
Children’s

Day

World
Children’s

Day
W o r l d  C h i l d r e n ’ s  D a y N o v e m b e r  1 9 ,  2 0 0 6

Mission Statement:

“To provide a home-away-from-home for seriously ill children and their
families, and to develop other programs and partnerships aimed at improving
the lives of children in Hawaii and the Pacific.” —Adopted August 30, 2001

Ronald McDonald House Charities‚ of Hawaii (RMHC‚)
“Lifting Children to a Better Tomorrow®”

Who We Are
RMHC-Hawaii is a registered

501(c)(3) non-profit organization
created to expand the positive 
impact of Hawaii’s Ronald Mc-
Donald House (RMH) on the
communities served. 

The Judd Hillside House, which
opened in 1987, will always be
RMHC-Hawaii’s cornerstone 
program. 

The goal of RMHC-Hawaii is 
to keep families together during a
child’s medical emergency, when
they need each other most, so that
they can do the most to nurture
each other.

No other Hawaii organization
is set up to do what RMHC-

Hawaii does. Much of its success
can be credited to the community,
not only for monetary contribu-
tions but also the thousands of
hours of personal time given by
hundreds of committed RMHC-
Hawaii volunteers. 

Volunteerism is essential in
achieving the RMHC-Hawaii 
mission.

RMHC-Hawaii operates three
facilities to assist families that 

Ronald McDonald House
Charities of Hawaii
( R M H C - H A W A I I )

have children with serious health
conditions. Two residential 
facilities support those compelled
to fly to Oahu for critical medical
treatments not available on their
home island. 

For many, an ocean literally
separates them from their child’s
desperately needed attention. 

This includes Hawaii’s Neigh-
bor Islands, and other Pacific 
locales such as Guam, Saipan,
Samoa and the Federated States
of Micronesia. Lengths of stay
vary widely at the overnight facil-
ities depending on diagnosis but
generally range from several days
to several months.

In addition to the lodging serv-

ices, RMHC strives to foster emo-
tional and spiritual support to all
that live there.

The third facility is an in-hospi-
tal respite center — the Ronald
McDonald House Family Room
— which serves immediate family
members of inpatient children at
Kapiolani Medical Center for
Women and Children (KMCWC),
giving the highest priority to those
families with children in the

Neonatal and Pediatric Intensive
Care Units.

How It Began
It all started in 1982, when a

group of concerned citizens 
began work to open a Ronald 
McDonald House in Hawaii. 

The group was composed of
parents of previously hospitalized
children, medical personnel, 
business people, and other 
local organizations.

Based on their personal experi-
ences and the testimony of nurses
and social workers, there was an
overwhelming need in Hawaii for 
an affordable, temporary “home-
away-from-home” for the families
of children hospitalized with 
serious life-threatening illnesses.
Based on this need, the capital
campaign for the project was
hugely successful.

The idea of a home for families
of hospitalized children originated
in 1973 in Pennsylvania when Fred
Hill, a member of the Philadelphia
Eagles football team, learned that
his daughter, Kim, had Leukemia. 

Through his and his team’s ef-
forts, and working together with
many members of the community
and local McDonald’s Restau-
rants, funds were raised and a
House was opened in Philadelphia.

The tremendous value and suc-
cess of this first House sparked in-
terest throughout the entire coun-
try and abroad, and the McDonald’s
Corporation continued to be a
major sponsor, helping support
both the construction of new Hous-
es and their ongoing expenses. 

It is to recognize this contribu-
tion that these Houses have taken
the name of Ronald McDonald for
the positive, helpful and fun-loving
feeling that he inspires in children.

Programs

The Ronald McDonald
House--Judd Hillside

This beautiful home was built
in the 1920’s by Mr. & Mrs.
George Lake. It stands majestically
on Judd Hillside, near major 
children’s hospitals. 

Subsequent owners were the
McManus family and Joe and
Marda Phillips. It was from the
Phillips that a group of communi-
ty leaders and partners purchased
the home and property in 1984 to

become Hawaii’s first Ronald Mc-
Donald House. 

After three years of planning
and a complete renovation of 
the house that added four more 
guestrooms and two more bath-
rooms, RMH began welcoming
families in March 1987. 

Since then, the House has pro-
vided support and lodging for
thousands more families with
these unique needs. Each year, its
ten private guestrooms represent
3,650 nights lodging and support
for families — and the House is
almost always 100% occupied.
Those children receiving outpa-
tient care for their serious illness-
es are lodged with their families

at RMH, because of its “child-
friendly” setup.

Besides a clean, safe, private
room and all the comforts of
home, including a kitchen and 
fully stocked pantry, laundry 
facilities, living/TV room, 
children’s indoors and outdoor
play areas and a garden, there 
are many services. 

These include transportation to
and from the hospital, grocery
stores and other scheduled out-
ings; and communication and re-
search tools such as phones and
phone cards, a FAX machine,
computer and Internet access. By
partnering with others in the
community, RMH helps address

Judd Hillside Exterior Oahu Avenue Exterior

Judd Hillside Dining Room Oahu Avenue Bedroom

Judd Hillside Garden Oahu Avenue Exercise Room

Oahu Avenue Garden
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other important family needs
such as tutoring, family counsel-
ing, sibling care needs, and even
hospice issues.

Families staying at the House
are experiencing similar difficul-
ties and have the opportunity to
share their common fears and joys,
and find comfort and support. 

The financial strain on family
finances are reduced considerably
because only a nominal fee of $20
per day is asked of each guest
family. No one is ever turned
away because of inability to pay. 

The actual cost to maintain and
operate the House is more than
$100 per day with the difference
made up through ongoing dona-
tions from foundations, business-
es and individuals.

The Ronald McDonald
House--Oahu Avenue

RMHC-Hawaii’s second resi-
dential facility is the Oahu Av-
enue House. Purchased in 2006 
as the result of a major Capital
Campaign, this striking home
adds seven more permanent
guest rooms to the RMHC-
Hawaii system. Also located in
Manoa Valley, it offers the same
services available at the Judd Hill-
side House. However, because of
the physical layout it has been
designated to specialize in lodging
parents of in-patient children.

The Ronald McDonald
House Family Room

RMHC-Hawaii unveiled the
Ronald McDonald House Family
Room at KMCWC on January 13,
2003, the day Governor Linda
Lingle proclaimed as “Ronald 
McDonald House Family Room
Day.” Since then, the room has
served as a respite station for 
countless families attending the
bedsides of their ill in-patient 
children. 

Parents of children in the 
Pediatric and Neonatal Intensive
Care Units especially welcome it
because it is nearby and they can
take short breaks without having
to leave the hospital.

Family members may rest
there, gather their strength and
have privacy. Or they may utilize
the kitchen, watch a video, read,
check e-mail, make phone calls,
and send faxes. It is a 450 square-
foot slice of Ronald McDonald
House — an obvious extension of
“The House That Love Built.”

The RMH Family Room is
open 9 a.m.-9 p.m., seven days a
week, 365 days a year. It is staffed
entirely by well-trained volun-
teers. There is no fee charged 
to use the Family Room.

Its creation allows RMHC-
Hawaii to make an even bigger
difference in the lives of families
fighting for their children’s futures.
It also means that RMHC-Hawaii
is now able to better address the
needs of Oahu families.

For more information please
visit www.ronaldhousehawaii.org

Judd Hillside Living Room
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About 70 friends and support-
ers gathered at the Oahu Avenue
Ronald McDonald House on 
October 17 to mark its official
grand opening. They toured the
new facility, and participated in 
a special Hawaiian blessing and 
a short but powerful program.

The event represented the 
culmination of a $3.7 million 
capital campaign that allowed
Ronald McDonald House Charities
of Hawaii (RMHC-Hawaii) to
purchase and remodel the large
home located in Manoa Valley.

During the program, Jerri Chong,
Executive Director for RMHC-
Hawaii spoke of the mission of
the organization and acknowl-

Ronald McDonald House
Oahu Avenue House opens

edged the impressive list of major
donors to the capital campaign
that included the Harry & Jeanette
Weinberg Foundation, the State
of Hawaii, McInerny Foundation,
Frear Eleemosynary Trust and the
Fred Baldwin Memorial Foundation.

Among the many dignitaries at-
tending were State Director of
Human Services Lillian Koller,
State Representative Michael Ma-
gaoay and City Councilman
Charles Djou.

In her congratulatory remarks,
Director Koller noted that Hawaii
State Government shared RMHC-
Hawaii’s commitment to support-
ing a positive future for our chil-
dren, and families less fortunate.

She thanked all involved in the
Oahu Avenue House creation on
behalf of Governor Linda Lingle
and Lt. Governor James “Duke”
Aiona.

Representative Magaoay ex-
pressed the legislature’s support
for the work done by RMHC-
Hawaii and its willingness to con-
tinue to support RMHC-Hawaii
in the future.

Councilman Djou stated his
strong support for the work of
RMHC-Hawaii and credited the
organization’s staff and Board of
Directors for doing so much to
make it happen.

Charlene Mersburgh, currently
staying at the Judd Hillside

Ronald McDonald House, told 
her story of struggling with her
daughter Ruthie’s cancer while
maintaining family continuity
with her husband and two other
children living on the Big Island.
Her story and supportive com-
ments about the Ronald McDon-
ald House were received very
warmly by the gathering.

Another touching moment
came during the invocation when
Reverend William Kaina shared
some personal thoughts about
losing one of his own sons many
years ago when his family lived

on Kauai. “It was very hard,” he
said.  “And I wish there had been
a Ronald McDonald House to
help us back then.”

The addition of this new 7-
guestroom house, when added 
to the 10 guestrooms in use at the
original Ronald McDonald House
on Judd Hillside, means that
RMHC-Hawaii can now provide 
a home-away-from-home for 17
families that have flown to Oahu
from their home islands seeking
advanced and often life-saving
treatment for their children going
through serious health issues.

RMHC Executive Director Jerri Chong, the Rev. William Kaina and Dr. Daniel Robie, RMHC Board

President.
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City Councilman Charles Djou Ruthie and Charlene Mersburgh

RMHC-Hawaii Executive Director Jerri ChongState Rep. Michael Magaoay DHS Director Lillian Koller

Rev Kaina

“It was very hard and I wish there had been a Ronald McDonald House to help us back then.”
— The Rev. William Kaina shared his personal experience during the invocation about losing a son many years ago when his family lived on Kauai.
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BY GENE DAVIS
Public Relations Manager, RMHC-H

As this special section of the
Honolulu Advertiser went to
press, Ruthie Mersburgh was
celebrating her 5th birthday in 
an isolation room at Kapiolani
Medical Center for Women &
Children (KMCWC) with mom
Charlene and dad Dan by her side.

Ruthie wasn’t feeling very well
from the effects of her latest
round of chemotherapy but it
was good to have her parents by
her side. She has been through 
a lot since March of this year
when she was diagnosed with
stage-four neuroblastoma, an 
aggressive form of cancer that
attacks primarily children under
five-years-old.  

With members of her loving
family always at her side, Ruthie,
so far, has endured 5 surgeries, 
7 rounds of chemotherapy, and
countless other medical procedures,
as she alternates between inpa-
tient and outpatient treatments.

It has been tough for the little
girl and it hasn’t been easy for
her family either.  The Mers-
burghs live in Kailua-Kona on
the Big Island and have two other
children who both attend school.
Fourteen-year-old Thomas
makes the long
trip by bus each
morning to school
at Kamehameha
Schools-Hawaii
Campus in Hilo,
while 11-year old
Rebekah attends
Kealakehe Middle
School in Kona.
Dan must continue
to work at his job
with the Depart-
ment of Land and
Natural Resources and look after
the house and kids there, while
Charlene stays with Ruthie at the
Ronald McDonald House in
Honolulu.  Whenever possible,
Dan, Thomas and Rebekah all 
fly to Oahu to stay with Ruthie.
On rare occasions, Ruthie and
Charlene have been able to 
return to the Big Island for a few
days, when there are momentary
gaps in her active treatments.

Even though it may seem as

though it was a bleak birthday
for Ruthie, there was a sense of
excitement in the air. There was
even an expectant buzz in the
hospital, where Ruthie is well
known and loved by the nurses,
doctors and other staff. The rea-
son Ruthie is in isolation and re-
ceiving a strong course of
chemotherapy is because she is
being prepared for a relatively
new procedure that has only
been performed a few times in
Hawaii.

Following her four days of
chemo and three days of rest,
Ruthie will receive a type of
stem cell transplant that is now
being used to fight certain forms
of cancer. It is meant to comple-
ment surgery and chemotherapy.
Doctors will infuse a huge num-
ber of Ruthie’s own stem cells
back into her bloodstream,
boosting her immune system,
restarting her bone marrow, and
ultimately helping to fight off the
cancer. Back in April, doctors
harvested the cells from Ruthie
and have kept them in the deep
freeze. They will be monitoring
her closely following the proce-
dure to gauge its effectiveness.
But at least there is no fear of her
body rejecting the cells since

they are her own,
and importantly,
Ruthie knows an-
other Big Island
girl who received
the same treat-
ment earlier this
year for a different
form of cancer and
was able to go
home to resume
her life.  Ruthie
met the other girl,
Meredith Palafox,

at the Ronald McDonald House
and watched her go through the
entire process.

Charlene says she and Ruthie
greatly benefited from being
around Meredith while the viva-
cious senior-to-be at Honokaa
High School experienced her
surgeries, chemotherapies and
transplant.  “Every day, I can
cope better because of having
been there as an extended family
member of Meredith’s during

her treatments.”
But it is still difficult.  How are

the Mersburghs able to pull to-
gether the strength and resolve
necessary to face so many chal-
lenges and deal with such inde-
scribable anxieties?

“Faith in God and the support
of family, friends, and the Ronald
McDonald House is how we
cope,” Charlene says.  “But when
I think about it, so many things
Dan and I have been through to-
gether have prepared us. For in-
stance, Dan serving in the Army
helped me learn to be independ-
ent when I had to. I didn’t know
it was preparing me for this test.”

“We have decided that we are
not going to let cancer destroy
our family after all we’ve been
through.”

When Ruthie first arrived at
the Ronald McDonald House she
was withdrawn.  “She was so an-
gry,” Charlene says. “Wouldn’t
you be too?  She was a normal
four year old and hadn’t been
sick a day in her life. She was
blindsided by this. We all were.”

Charlene believes something
special happened at the Ronald
McDonald House over time and
Ruthie is changing. “She is smil-
ing, playing and talking now. I
think she has accepted that God
had his reasons. Now she is talk-
ing about the future.”

Charlene says Ruthie amazes
her every day. “I just sit some-
times and marvel.  Today she
was asking questions about the
transplant through her Build-a-
Bear, Wally.  Wally’s first ques-
tion to me was why he couldn’t
come into the transplant room.”

Ruthie has met many other se-
riously ill kids during her stay at
the Ronald McDonald House
and now she goes out of her way
to connect and support them.
“Maybe it was something that
Meredith passed to Ruthie with-
out even knowing it,” Charlene
says. “And maybe the children
that Ruthie touches will inspire
other children in the future when
they need it.”

The Incredible
Power of Family

“She is smiling,
playing and talking
now. I think that she
has accepted God
and his reasons.
Now she is talking
about the future.”
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As the refrain from the song
written and recorded especially
for Ruthie Mersburgh by the or-
ganization, Songs of Love states,
“everybody loves Ruth.” 

She has been adopted by a
sixth-grade class in Arizona;
made an honorary member of the
U.S. Navy Golden Eagles; has
been the beneficiary of two fishing
tournaments and two rummage
sales on the Big Island; and has
“Chemo Angels” from all over the
country sending her letters of
support.

Robyn, the Child-Life Specialist
at Kapiolani Hospital knows that
Ruthie gets a lot of mail from her
“Chemo Angels” and other friends,
so when she went into isolation,
the hospital made sure Ruthie had
her own special mailbox attached
right to the door to her room.

Ruthie even has her own Web
site. An organization called Car-
ing Bridge provides home pages
for families that have children
with cancer, and Ruthie’s mom
Charlene and dad Dan have
found the time, several days a
week, to file journal entries and
post pictures of Ruthie and the
family. “It has given us a platform
to speak about neuroblastoma,
and it is therapeutic for us 
to write about my experiences,”
Charlene Mersburgh says.

To read the journal from the
beginning is to get a sense of the
emotional rollercoaster that fami-
lies must endure when a child’s
life is in jeopardy in a city an
ocean away from home. Below
are just a few selected excerpts.
To read the entire journal and see
more pictures of Ruthie and the
Mersburghs visit www.caring-
bridge.org/visit/ruthmersburgh.
Ruthie’s Web site has already re-
ceived more than 5,000 visits.

April 17, 2006

Ruth had her Vas Catheter
placement today and another cen-
tral line. Of course she did well.
Her blood count numbers are ris-
ing, which will be good for the stem
cell harvest tomorrow.  Dan,
Thomas and Rebekah have decid-
ed to stay until Wednesday night
to see Ruth through the stem cell
harvest.

April 18, 2006

STEM CELL HARVEST DAY.
We are all so excited about the
harvest.  There is a large machine
which will take Ruth’s blood out
and replace it, less some stem cells.
She will need to be on the machine
for 5-6 hours and must lie very still
without crying or coughing, which
could hamper the machine from

“Back in March I was in

chaos and I was over-

whelmed by what was going

on with Ruthie.  And then I

found Ronald McDonald

House and it took so much

stress away.”

“What people call the

Ronald McDonald House

turned out to be the family I

didn’t know I had on Oahu.

“It has been a big part of

Ruthie’s treatment.  Ruthie

was so angry when we first

got here that she wouldn’t

talk to anybody.  But every-

one at the House continued

to talk to her and encourage

her without demanding that

she respond.  It slowly

worked, she has broken out

of her shell and she loves

her Ronald McDonald

House family.”

“I don’t think Ruthie would

have gotten over her anger if

it weren’t for being here at

the Ronald McDonald

House.”

“It has been so good for

us to stay at the House.  

We have met families from

many different cultures with

so much in common with us,

and my children have bene-

fited by witnessing first hand

the work of volunteers and

now understand its meaning

and value.”

Charlene Mersburgh on the
Ronald McDonald House

working. 

April 19, 2006

Ruth’s numbers are doing well.
We got the news this morning that
the stem cells collected yesterday
were the most ever collected at Ka-
piolani.

May 06, 2006

We are back at the hospital for
more IV hydration, anti-nausea
and this time red blood transfu-
sion.  Ruthie’s counts are starting
to drop.  I do not think she will be
up to an excursion today.  She is in-
vited to Meredith’s birthday party
tomorrow at the Ronald McDon-
ald House.  Meredith just received
a stem cell transplant on April 5.
Twenty days later she was dis-
charged from the hospital, which
must have been a record.  Meredith
has been such a blessing to know.
She is 16-years old, has such a posi-
tive attitude that spreads to others
around her.

May 11, 2006

I have not given our financial
needs much thought.  I instead
have focused on Ruth and our
Family.  Bankruptcy, moving out of
our home, selling our extra car.  It
did not matter to me.  But God is
faithful and has provided for our
every need as they arose.  None of
those things have happened.

May 12, 2006

Ruth had a late night last night.
She went to the zoo with Tishelle, a
friend that was diagnosed with
cancer only days apart from Ruth.
They had so much fun at the zoo
that they decided to go to Dippin
Dots ice cream.  Tonight Thomas,
Rebekah and dad will come to
Oahu for Mother’s Day weekend.
Ruth is very excited.

May 29, 2006

Ruthie is doing well. We are
keeping close to the Ronald Mc-
Donald House this holiday as her
blood numbers are still low. Eating
is going well though. Last night a
group of Maryknoll High School
students cooked dinner for all the
families.

June 06, 2006

Another round of chemo starts
today. Ruth’s friend at the Ronald
McDonald House, Loribelle had her
operation yesterday to remove the
lump in her leg.  It was not cancer.

June 08, 2006

Thomas finished 8th grade yes-
terday and Rebekah finished the
5th grade on Monday.  Ruth had
sent over candy leis for each of
them.  They really liked it.

June 09, 2006

Chemo 5 is done.  Ruth has been
tired today. No nausea.  She is rest-
ing now. Yesterday, a stem cell
transplant happened at the hospital.
How exciting. Pretty soon it will be
Ruthie’s turn.

June 14, 2006

Ruth is doing a bit better today.
We are just getting ready for
Thomas and Rebekah to arrive
tonight. Last night we were treated
to another fireworks show over
Waikiki that could be seen from our
window at the Ronald McDonald
House. Ruth’s friend Loribellee will
be returning to Saipan in about a
week. She said she is already staring
to miss Ruth.

June 29, 2006

Ruth had a wonderful day.  She
ate well and Grandma Rose and
Grandpa Sam got to visit the
Ronald McDonald House. Ruth
loved showing off “her” Oahu home.

Top:

The Mersburgh family - 

Dan, Thomas, Ruthie, 

Rebekah and Charlene.

Above:

The Mersburghs presented

this ceramic piece to the

RMHC staff.

Below:

Ruthie and Charlene.
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The Ronald McDonald
House isn’t all about 
statistics, although 
statistics relating to 
the number of families
served, where they
came from, patient’s
age, etc., are kept and
do give an important
and interesting pic-
ture of what we do.  

Nor is it about
buildings, although
ours are beautiful. The
House is actually more
like a living thing, con-
stantly redefining itself as
families arrive and others 
return to their homes. It is a
constantly changing mosaic of
children and parents, all with
their own challenges, concerns
and cultures.

What families do have in 
common here are the anxieties
of having a child in jeopardy —
and for a brief, intense period of
their lives, they are living under
the same roof at the “House That
Love Built.”

The level of activity does
seem to go up whenever there
are little boys staying here and
right now at the Judd Hillside
House is one of those times. A
common sight at the moment is
Jerawn Camacho and Donovan
Babauta playing, hanging out,
and just having fun together, as
you would expect two 3-year-old
buddies to be doing. They met
only recently but are now best
friends. Ironically, both 
are from the small Northern
Marianas island of Saipan, 
which is just slightly larger that
Kahoolawe, but found each 
other thousands of miles away 
in Hawaii and only because of
their urgent medical needs.

The Babautas live in a village
named Papago, and Donovan is
the youngest of Nena and her
husband David’s five children.
They have made six trips to
Honolulu for treatment at 
Kapiolani Medical Center since
Donovan was diagnosed with
leukemia, almost two years ago.  

“He has to have a spinal tap
every three months and they
can’t do that in Saipan,” Nena 
explained. Donovan also receives
chemotherapy and has been both
inpatient and outpatient at the
hospital.

The Camacho’s Saipan home
is in Navy Hill.  Minna is a single
mother of two, and like Nena,
has had to be separated from her
other child, her six year old
daughter Jyawnna.  Jerawn has
had surgeries and multiple casts
at Shriners Hospital to try to 
correct his club foot and the
damage he had from it not 
having been addressed sooner.

Apparently the boys needed a
little time to warm up to each
other.  “At first it was like the
cold war,” Minna says.  “They
would play in different rooms
and just stare at each other.
Now, suddenly they love each
other like brothers.”

“You should see them chasing
each other around, giggling, with
Jerawn crawling after Donovan,
cast dragging behind,” Minna
laughs.  “Little boys that are sick
or hurt are still just little boys,

and having a playmate to throw
balloons at, or draw with, or
watch TV with, or just chase
around, means so much.”

Nena says Donovan likes it at
the Ronald House.  “Me, too,”
she says.  “We like the quiet, it’s
not crowded, and it’s so good 
for the kids to have each other.”

Even though both families are
from the same small island, 
Nena believes that they never
would have met if it weren’t for
crossing paths at the Ronald 
McDonald House. “We probably
would never have known each
other. You never know why
things happen.”

“We know that the Saipan
families we meet here, we will be
friends with for life,” Minna con-
cludes.  “But we love the other
families here too and are sad that
we may never see them again
when they leave.”

Jerawn Camacho (left) and Donavan Babauta are best friends who met at the Ronald McDonald Judd Hillside House. Both boys are from the

small Northern Marianas island of Saipan.

The Ronald McDonald House

It’s not just a house
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Ronald McDonald House

The Family Room
Since opening in January 2003, the Ronald McDonald House 

Family Room has had more than 28,000 visits. Once a person 
visits the Family Room, he or she usually returns again and 

again, as long as their child is hospitalized at Kapiolani 
Medical Center for Women and Children.

“The Family Room is comfortable, fun and homey. We like that is has food and a 
TV and the computer cuz no more MTV and VH1 in the room I’m staying in! 

There’s lots of family bonding going on in this room.”
- Written by Karley Phillips

Karley Phillips, 14 of Molokai gets a hug from her sister Anela Gonsalves, 16, while watching TV in the Family Room.

January 2003-October 2006 Family Room

Families Served by Place of Origin

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

52%

22%

10% 9%

3% 3%
1%

Oahu Big Island Maui County Kauai Pacific Mainland Guam
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If it’s Tuesday, RMHC-Hawaii
volunteer statistician Iris Inouye
can usually be found in front of a
computer at the Judd Hillside
House inputting, organizing and
archiving performance data that
the organization uses as bench-
marks and as a planning tool.

She does a really good job, but
it isn’t surprising since Iris brings
with her a 16 year teaching back-
ground (she taught at McKinley
High School and as a resource
teacher with the D.O.E), along
with many years of experience 
as a Real Estate Broker. As the
owner of IYI Realty LLC, 
Iris now decides her own sched-
ule and always finds time to help
out the Ronald McDonald House.
Iris and her husband Carey (a
physics teacher at Iolani) live in
Niu Valley and have two adult
daughters, Torrie and Sara.

Computer work isn’t the 

only way Iris has assisted since
becoming a RMHC-Hawaii 
volunteer back in 2001. “I have
made van runs, helped with
newsletters and special events,
and I’ve cleaned up the kitchen 
a few times too,” Iris recalls with
a smile. “I enjoy volunteering
here.  It does tug at the heart-
strings to see the families going
through what they are. But I 
have learned from my parents
that giving is an important part of
life — and my life has been so
blessed.”

RMHC-Manager of House 
operations Nikee Wainit, who
works closely with Iris, says that
she is “incredible.” “She is just
what you hope a volunteer will
be like. She’s smart, reliable, and
flexible. Iris has been very, very
helpful to the organization, and a
wonderful member of our
RMHC family.”

Ronald McDonald House

How to Help

Gift Certificates

Wal-Mart
Blockbuster
Costco
K-Mart
Sam’s Club
Longs Drugs
Safeway
Movie passes
Gasoline gift cards

Volunteer Spotlight: Iris Inouye

Iris Inouye

Wish List (November 2006)

Household Items

Laundry detergent
Fabric softener
Dishwashing detergent
Automatic dishwasher detergent
Paper towels/paper napkins
Paper plates/plastic forks and
spoons
Paper bowls
Toilet paper (individually rolled)

Ways to Support RMHC-Hawaii
by making direct cash 
donations to RMHC

by taking advantage of your 
company’s “matching gift” 
program

by naming RMHC-Hawaii 
as the recipient of your own 
company’s corporate support

by providing in-kind 
donations of goods and 
services (see wish list)

by naming RMHC-Hawaii 
as the beneficiary of your 
insurance policies, in your 
will, or as part of your estate
planning

by designating RMHC-
Hawaii as your charity of 
choice during the Combined
Federal Campaign (RMHC-
Hawaii Organization 
Number 8072)

by designating RMHC-
Hawaii as your charity of 
choice at the time of your 

Aloha United Way enrollment

by participating in the 
RMHC-Hawaii Golf Classic 
or other special events
(2007 Golf Classic set 
for July 19)

by making purchases at the 
June Jones Foundation’s 
Warrior Online Store 
(www.warriorsrrespond.
com/store.htm)

RMHC-Hawaii is not a corporate
foundation although McDonald’s
Restaurants of Hawaii is a major
ally of the organization. McDon-
ald’s makes venues available for
the public to donate to RMHC-
Hawaii through their restaurants.
In association with McDonald’s
Restaurants of Hawaii you may
support RMHC-Hawaii by:

using McFun-Raiser coupon 
books for your school or 
organization’s fund raising 
campaign putting spare 
change in the RMHC-
Hawaii canisters, 

located near the cash registers
inside all McDonald Restau-
rants and most drive-thru 
windows

buying the Honolulu Adver-
tiser, Honolulu Star-Bulletin,
Maui News, West Hawaii 
Today, Hawaii Tribune 
Herald and Guam’s Pacific 
Daily News at participating 
McDonald’s restaurants

participating in any of 
McDonald’s special promo-
tions benefiting RMHC-
Hawaii

advertising a business or 
organization on McDonald’s
Restaurant tray liners

For more details and answers 
to any questions about fundraising,
please contact Candace Asam-
Lopez, RMHC-Hawaii Director 
of Development, at (808) 973-5683
x239.

Food Items

Spam
Canned corned beef
Canned tuna
Canned soups
Miscellaneous canned goods
Shoyu
Flour
Cooking oil
Individually wrapped snacks
Rice
Saimin
Frozen dinners/meals
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Ronald McDonald House

Photo album 

“Bam Bam,”

as everyone

calls him, 

is actually

Leuatea

Hollins from

American

Samoa, He, his

mom, dad and

sister stayed 

at the Ronald

McDonald House

while he was

being treated for

a heart condition.

Kekoa, from the Big

Island, was here for

transplant surgery.

Vicki Bitton of

Kailua-Kona was

recently joined at the

Ronald McDonald

House by her mother

Dien Hoffman, of

Florida. Doctors are

moving quickly to

head off 6-month-old

Brayden's rare blood

platelet disorder.
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John Rafael

and mom

Arida Herry,

from Honokaa

on the Big

Island are

staying at the

House while

John is

receiving

treatments

for cancer.

Kristine Castro, a baby with Downs

Syndrome, a heart ailment and serious

orthopedic problems, recently returned 

to Saipan following surgery.
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World Children’s Day at McDonald’s

Ronald McDonald House

Mahalo!
Mahalo to McDonald’s Restau-

rants of Hawaii, its Owner/Oper-
ators, managers, crew and cus-
tomers for supporting World
Children’s Day and other initia-
tives throughout the year.  

Here’s how the community
helps Ronald McDonald House
Charities of Hawaii (RMHC-
Hawaii) in partnership with 
McDonald’s:

World Children’s Day 2005 
raised nearly $35,000.

In-store canister monies
add up, raising more than 
$100,000 annually.

Contributions derived 
from newspaper sales at 
McDonald’s generates over 
$100,000 annually.

So far this year at McDonald’s,

The House That Love Built 
Promotion and Cars Happy 
Meal Promotion together 
raised over $80,000.

The McFun-Raiser Program 
generates over $40,000 
annually. 

RMHC encourages you to lend
a helping hand whenever you visit
your neighborhood McDonald’s
through the various opportunities
available at the restaurants. 

Your generous contributions
support the many services and
programs that we provide. 

Thank you for making a differ-
ence everyday and every way in
the lives of the children and fami-
lies who call Hawaii’s Ronald Mc-
Donald House their home-away-
from-home.

RMHC has been fortunate to receive support from foundations and
businesses from our local community for which we are very grateful.  

Our staunchest supporter in the business sector is McDonald’s
Restaurants of Hawaii. We are often asked about this relationship and
many are surprised to learn that we do not fall under the McDonald’s cor-
porate umbrella.  

RMHC is a private 501(c) (3) non-profit organization that relies on
the whole community for its support to operate our programs. McDon-
ald’s Hawaii has been with us from the beginning and faithfully contin-
ues to step forward on behalf of the families we serve by sponsoring
events such as World Children’s Day, but we need your help too.

Your private donation in comparison to a corporation may seem
small, but without the support of individuals like you, who are the
backbone of any non-profit, we would not be able to help the hundreds
of families we do each year. We count on friends like you to help keep
families together when they need each other the most.

Please make a donation today to Ronald McDonald House Charities 
of Hawaii. Enclosed is my gift.

$500 $250     $150     $100    $75     $50     $35    Other_______

Name_______________________________________    
Address_____________________________________             
City, State, Zip_______________________________       

___  Enclosed is my check payable to Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Hawaii

Please charge my: _____  Visa _____  MasterCard _____  American

Card Number  ________________________________   
Exp. Date_________________    
Name as it appears on the card____________________  
Signature__________________

Express

Here’s how you can help

Clip and mail to: RMHC Hawaii

P.O. Box 61777  Honolulu, HI 96839-1777

�

�
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