
25 TH A NNI V ER SA RY  BR INGS  R M HC-HI

 OH A NA TOGETHER

The 25th anniversary event for Hawaii Ronald McDon-

ald House took place on March 27, 2012, and the Judd 

Hillside House shimmered with beauty in the mid-day 

sunshine, freshly sprinkled by a morning of Manoa 

showers.  As guests began arriving in their SpeediShut-

tles, the warm energy and anticipation grew, and soon 

there were more than 150 men, women and children that 

all had in common a strong connection with Ronald Mc-

Donald House.  People that helped create the House 25 

years ago intermingled with those responsible for keeping 

their dream alive today, and families and children whose 

lives were altered forever by their experiences here.
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“That small 
home that was 
purchased near 
the (Philadelphia 
Children’s) hospital 
became the very 
first Ronald 
McDonald House in 
1974. 

”

Fr e d  H i l l

In an atmosphere of caring and generosity, the gathering of 

RMHC-HI ohana celebrated their connection to The House 

That Love Built and shared their mutual passion for its mis-

sion.  It was a time of fellowship and pride, and a time for 

strengthening bonds.  Attending the event that special day 

were Fred and Fran Hill, who helped start the very first Ron-

ald House in Philadelphia about 14 years before Hawaii.

Fred Hill loves telling stories, and one of his favorites is 

how he and his wife Fran have been together since the first 

grade.  Without giving anyone’s exact age away, that’s 

more than 60 years.  “But I didn’t ask her to marry me un-

til the ninth grade,” says Fred, flashing his warm smile and 

clear blue eyes.  Usually, Fran is by his side, ready to aug-

ment Fred’s anecdotes with her own recollections of events 

and people they have known over the years.  Fred is natu-

rally shy, so sometimes Fran’s help in these matters is much 
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appreciated.  They are a very special couple that tireless-

ly advocates for Ronald McDonald Houses everywhere.

Quite often on their travels they are asked to recount those 

days in 1969, when Fred was about to start his fifth sea-

son with the Philadelphia Eagles football team.  “We were 

on the road to play an exhibition game and Fran called with 

the news that our three-year-old daughter Kim had leuke-

mia,” Fred tells.  “We were young and we were a long way 

from home and family.  We also had our other daughter 

Kristin, who was one year old at the time, to look after.”

The Hills spent many months at the Children’s Hospital of 

Philadelphia and saw how difficult it was for families that 

were trying to stay close to their sick children.  Many had 

come from hundreds of miles away for specialized treat-

ments, and Fred and Fran recognized the need for some 

type of support for parents going through this.  They were 

able to rally the Philadelphia Eagles ownership, manage-

ment, and players to ultimately partner with the Chil-

dren’s Hospital and McDonald’s Restaurants on a proj-

ect to provide a place to stay overnight for these families.

“That small home that was purchased near the hospital be-

came the very first Ronald McDonald House in 1974,” recounts 

Fred. “Now there are 314 Ronald Houses in 31 countries.”

Kim beat the odds, won her battle against leukemia and was 

able to set out on a happy life.  She loved riding horses with 

her sisters Kris and Kyle.  In high school, she sang in the 
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choir, ran on the cross country 

team, and danced at her prom.  

She had many friends, and 

boyfriends too!  Kim went on 

to college, began working, and 

soon experienced her greatest 

joy – motherhood – and began 

raising her own son, Andrew.

But during Kim’s mid-20s, 

she began having severe head-

aches, and then the tumors 

were discovered.  “The doctors 

removed two tumors, one the 

size of a grapefruit, from her 

brain,” Fred remembers.  “But 

they kept growing back, af-

fecting her motor and sensory 

skills.  Kim suffered a great 

deal, and yet, she remained 

optimistic and a fighter to the 

very end.”  Kim Hill passed 

away on March 5, 2011 at 

the age of 44.  But the 40 ad-

ditional years she lived after 

her initial diagnosis of leu-

kemia held a lifetime of joy, 

achievement, and celebration.

J u d d  H i l l s i d e
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“Kim was very proud of the fact that she had been an in-

spiration for something as wonderful as the Ronald Mc-

Donald House,” Fran shared during the couple’s recent 

visit to Hawaii for RMHC-HI’s 25th anniversary.  “Before 

she got too sick, she was always excited to accept invita-

tions to visit Ronald McDonald Houses around the coun-

try, share her story, and help raise funds for other Ronald 

House programs.  It brought Kim such great satisfaction 

just knowing how many families were being helped, every 

day, by what she had helped create so many years before.”

The Hills can’t accept all the requests they continue to re-

ceive to travel and share their family’s story.  So when the 

delightful pair said they would come to Hawaii and par-

ticipate in our 25th anniversary, it meant a great deal to us.  
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More photos on FaceBook

Follow on Twitter

RMHC-HI Website

Volunteer

Donate

During their time here, Fred was more than happy 

to appear on the local TV morning shows, radio, and 

in print interviews to help promote our milestone.

Fred and Fran spent many hours at the Ronald McDon-

ald House during their trip, easily mixing with staff, 

board members and the families staying here.  One 

special meeting occurred between the Hills and cur-

rent Dallas Cowboy football player Mana Silva and 

his wife Keilah, who stayed at the Hawaii Ronald Mc-

Donald House about three years ago when their baby 

Kauahe was born prematurely.  Fred and Fran couldn’t 

help but think of the time when they were Mana and 

Keilah’s age, just starting their family, overcoming 

challenges and handling the ups and downs of pro-

fessional football, and they eagerly exchanged infor-

mation and offered advice to the young Hilo couple.

But perhaps the best part of Fred and Fran’s visit was 

the opportunity to welcome the Hills into Hawaii’s 

Ronald McDonald House Ohana.  “Fred and Fran are 

exceptional people,” says RMHC-HI President Jerri 

Chong.  “But ironically, what makes them so special 

is that they are just like anyone else.  They could be 

anyone’s parents, anyone’s neighbor, anyone’s friend.  

They had the same hopes and dreams for their child 

that every parent has.  They wanted to love, protect, 

and care for their daughter just like any mom and dad.  

These are the ties that bind.  It’s the universal lan-

guage of love and family that is common to everyone.”
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